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Laws and Policies
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An observation concerning
the amendment of the 2008
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act (no.2)

Though Thailand has promulgated the 2008
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act! as a main legal
conduit for the prevention and suppression of
offences relating to trafficking in persons and for the
provision of welfare and remedies to human
trafficking survivors and a number of policy, strategy
and measure to combat trafficking in persons have
been issued and implemented since 2008, but
owing to existing limitations with regard to the legal
provision, its enforcement and its interpretation, an
effort to combat trafficking in persons in Thailand
has not been so successful. There has constantly
been reporting of Thai citizens and those from
neighboring countries having become victims of
trafficking in persons. Moreover, failure in providing
for suppression of trafficking in persons has

Phattranit Yaodam

subjected Thailand to criticisms from international
community and its ramification can befall our
exports, particularly seafood products shipped
to Europe and North America, our major export
destinations as allegations are abound that forced
labour, a form of trafficking in persons, has been
rampantly used in Thailand’s fishery sector.?

The cabinet as instructed concerned agencies
to accelerate the effort to tackle the problem
including the proposed bill for amendment the 2008
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act no....drafted by the
Ministry of Social Development and Human
Security (MSDHS) and submitted to the National
Legislative Assembly (NLA). It aims to help ensure
effective enforcement of the law and protection
of whistleblowers. With the new amendment,

1 This paper has been adapted from “A memo and recommendation concerning the 2008 Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act” by the Law Reform

Commission (LRC) and please see the 2008 Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act, published in the Government Gazette, Vol. 125, Section 29K on

6 February 2008, and effective since 5 June 2008

2 Trafficking in Person Reports of 2014and 2015 by the U.S. Department of State aiming to rank government’s effort to tackle human

trafficking around the world. In 2014, the U.S. Department of State has downgraded Thailand from “Countries whose governments do not

fully comply with the TVPA’s minimum standards, but are making significant efforts to bring themselves into compliance with those

standards” (Tier 2 Watch List) to “Countries whose governments do not fully comply with the minimum standards of the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act of 2000 and are not making significant efforts to do so.” (Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000: TVPA) (Tier 3)
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competent officer shall be vested with more power
to search a place and a vehicle suspected to be
relating to the commission of the offence and to
increase penalties against the offenders whose acts
have led to severe injury or death of human trafficking
survivors, among other things. The NLA has reviewed
and endorsed the amendment on 26 March 2015°
and the law has been published in the Government
Gazette as the 2015 Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act
(no.2) on 28 April 2015.4

Therefore, the Human Rights and Development
Foundation (HRDF) and concerned civil society
organizations have collaborated with the Law
Reform Commission (LRC) to conduct a consultation
on the two proposed amendments of the 2008
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act and have made some
observation regarding how to improve the Bills and
issues that warrant attention as to the effectiveness
of its enforcement, the use of discretion by law
enforcement officers, and its implications toward
the framework of policy making by the Committee
for the Prevention and Suppression of Trafficking in
Persons as follows;

(1) An element of crime relating to
trafficking in persons and definition of
exploitation should be revised in light
of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress
and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
especially Women and Children.

According to the present law, the 2008
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act’s Article 4 defines the
meaning of “exploitation” laying bare criminal
elements of the offence including;

“Exploitation” means an act of “seeking
benefits from the prostitution, production or distri-
bution of pornographic materials, other forms of
sexual exploitation, slavery, causing another person
to be a beggar, forced labour or service, coerced
removal of organs for the purpose of trade, or any
other similar practices resulting in forced extortion,
recardless of such person’s consent”

Based on the above definition, it could be
understood that an offence which can potentially
be defined as trafficking in persons is confined to
eight categories of the crime as mentioned even
though at present and in future, the form of
exploitation or the person who commits exploitation
may vary and become more diverse as society
progresses. The existing definition, therefore, gives
rise to limitations as far as law enforcement is
concerned. It renders the officers and the Court
unable to apply the law according to various forms
of offences which could deviate from the eight
categories in order to serve the intent of the law
and international obligations. In addition, the eight
categories of crime fail to cover some forms of
trafficking in persons which are culpable as a traf-
ficking in person offence according to the laws of
neighboring countries.

Nevertheless, the Protocol to Prevent,
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially
Women and Children does not confine the meaning
of an exploitation of a person suspicious to be an
act of trafficking in persons to just eight categories.
In Article 3(a) of the Protocol, it states that;

“......Exploitation shall include, at a minimum,
the exploitation of the prostitution of others or
other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or

3 On 18November 2008, the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security (MSDHS) has proposed the draft of the 2008 Anti-Trafficking
in Persons Act (no....) for consideration of the cabinet. If endorsed, it would have led to the amendment of the 2008 Anti-Trafficking in

Persons. On 8 December 2014, the cabinet has signed to endorse the Bill for amendment and on 5 March 2015, the National Legislative

Assembly (NLA) has unanimously by 177 votes with five abstentions endorsed in principle the Bill in its first read and appointed a 15-manned
committee to review detail of the Bill within thirty days. And during the NLA meeting on Thursday 26March2015, the NLA has endorsed the
Bill and promulgated it as a law. Please see most urgent letter no. SW (NLA) 0007/1940from the Office of the Senate Committee, acting on
behalf of the Secretariat of the National Legislative Assembly (NLA) on 27 March 2015.

% The 2008 Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act (no. 2), published in the Government Gazette, vol 132 Section 34k, pp. 27 as the 2015 Anti-

Trafficking in Persons Act(no. 2)
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services, slavery or practices similar to slavery,
servitude or the removal of organs; exploitation...”>

It means that according to the Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
especially Women and Children, the forms of
exploitation which could be treated as an offence
of trafficking in persons and cited in the Protocol
are just some examples only. Therefore, as a state
party, Thailand should revise its domestic instruments
to ensure that an offence of trafficking in persons
covers a range of acts concerning trafficking in
persons to reflect the intent of Article 3 of the
Protocol including the amendment of the offence
of trafficking in persons according to the 2008
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act.

(2) The custody given by competent
officers for security protection of

a person should be extended where
there is a reasonable ground

to believe that he is a trafficked
person as per Article29

Where it is necessary for the benefit of fact
clarification in relation to the trafficking in person
and the trafficked person and the security protection
of a person, the custody given by the officer should
be extended whereby the competent officer should
have the power to provide safe custody for the
person for twenty four hours and if necessary, it could
be extended, but not more than seven days. The
duration of the custody should be extended to not
more than thirty days altogether. But since the
clause might give rise to an act of restriction against
personal rights and freedom, it has to be decided
prudently and executed only necessary as provided
for by law. It should also be report every time to
the concerned superior officer to ensure that any
act of the officer toward the person being held in
temporary custody shall be held accountable by
outside organizations including the court® and to
ensure compliance with the due process of law and
respect of the rights and freedom of the person
being held in temporary custody.

5> Please see Article 3 of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children which stipulates

that “For the purposes of this Protocol:

(a) “Trafficking in persons” shall mean the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or
use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of include, at a minimum,
the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or
benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall forced
labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs;
(b) The consent of a victim of trafficking in persons to the intended exploitation set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article shall be irrelevant
where any of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) have been used;
(c) The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a child for the purpose of exploitation shall be considered “trafficking
in persons” even if this does not involve any of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article;
(d) “Child” shall mean any person under eighteen years of age.
Coupled with Article 5 of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children which states
that “Criminalization
1. Each State Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish as criminal offences the conduct set
forth in article 3 of this Protocol, when committed intentionally.
2. Each State Party shall also adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish as criminal offences:

(a) Subject to the basic concepts of its legal system, attempting to commit an offence established in accordance with paragraph 1 of this

article;

(b) Participating as an accomplice in an offence established in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article; and

(c) Organizing or directing other persons to commit an offence established in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article.”
Article 29 of the 2008 Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act stipulates in compliance with the principle that in case of necessity for the benefit of
fact clarification in relation to the trafficking in person and the security protection of a person, where there is a reasonable ground to believe
that he is a trafficked person, the competent official may temporarily take such person into his custody, but the custody shall not be over
twenty four hours. The custody of such person must be reported to the Commissioner-General of the Royal Thai Police, the Director
General of the Department of Special Investigation, the Director General of the Department of Social Development and Welfare or the
Provincial Governor, as the case may be, without delay. In case of necessity for the custody of any person suspicious to be a trafficked
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Therefore, Article 29 of the 2008 Anti-Trafficking
in Persons Act should be subject to revision to
authorize inquiry officer or competent officer to

have power to hold in custody a person, where
there is a reasonable ground to believe that he is a
trafficked person in a temporary shelter according
to the law concerning the prevention and suppres-
sion of prostitution, a temporary shelter according
to the law concerning the protection of the child,
or a halfway home operated either by the state or
private sector, but the custody must not last longer
than twenty four hours since the time the inquiry
officer or competent officer has received the
injured party. The custody of such person must be
reported to the Commissioner-General of the Royal
Thai Police, the Director General of the Department
of Special Investigation, the Director General of the
Department of Social Development and Welfare or
the Provincial Governor, as the case may be, without
delay.In case of necessity for the custody of any
person suspicious to be a trafficked person, to any
extent longer than that provided earlier, the
competent official shall file a petition to the Court
asking for a permission order. The Court shall grant
permission for a period of not more than seven
days at a time, her n r than thir
days and the court may impose any condition upon
such permission.

In addition, in case the person suspicious to
be a trafficked person is a child, and regardless if
after final verification, the trafficker person might
not be a child, the competent officer, staff members
of civil society organizations and all concerned
agencies have to always treat the child by upholding
the principle to serve the best interest of the child

as per the Child Protection Act B.E. 2546 (2003) and
the Convention on the 1989 Rights of the Child (CRC)

(3) The structure of the Anti-
Trafficking in Persons Committee
should be revised as per Article 15

The Anti-Trafficking in Persons Committee is
an important mechanism tasked with duties to
advise the cabinet regarding policy making, revision
of law, development of strategy and measure for
the prevention and suppression of trafficking in
persons, setting out direction and giving oversight
to the implementation of international obligations
as well as to cooperate and coordinate with agencies
overseas to accomplish the task. It is established
by the virtue of the 2008 Anti-Trafficking in Persons
Act which requires that the at least a half of the
committee members have to be women since
there have been many children and women who
have become victim of trafficking in persons,
therefore it is necessary to develop measures
and policy for the prevention and suppression of
trafficking in persons from a women’s perspective.
In addition, it is sensitive to approach victims who
are children and women and the screening, inquiry
and acquisition of information from those persons
have to be carried out carefully along with other
cautions regarding the process to provide for welfare
of the child and women victims being held in
custody at a state halfway home. Thus, the Anti-
Trafficking in Persons Committee has to be composed
of women experts who are well versed in the work
to protect the rights and liberties of children and
women in order to comply with the Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women and the 1989 Convention on the Rights
of the Child (CRC). But by the virtue of the 2015
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act (no.2)‘sArticled, the
requirement of the committee to be composed at
least of women as per Article 15 of the 2008
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Acthas been removed.

person, to any extent longer than that provided in paragraph one, the competent official shall file a petition to the Court asking for

a permission order. The Court shall grant permission for a period of not more than seven days and may impose any condition upon

such permission. The custody of person suspicious to be a trafficked person according to this Section must be placed in an appropriate

place which shall not be a detention cell or prison, in accordance with the regulations prescribed by the Minister.
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Therefore, it is proposed that Article 15 of
the 2008 Anti-Trafficking in Persons Actwhich
requires at least a half of the committee members
to be women should be restored.

(4) The addition of death penalty for
offence of trafficking in persons as per
Article 53/1(2) should be removed

The Article 53/1(2) of the 2008Anti-Trafficking
in Persons Act has been added by the virtue of the
2015 Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act (no.2)’s Article 9.
It requires that the person who has committed an
offence of trafficking in persons as per Articles 52
and 53(2) which has led to the victim’s death shall
be punished either by life imprisonment or death.
The revision was made in light of the rape offence
as per Article 277b is of the Penal Code.

Nevertheless, there is not enough ground to
revise the law and impose death penalty since the
person whose act has led to death of the victim
shall receive heavier penalty by the virtue of Penal
Code already. In addition, the 2008 Anti-Trafficking
in Persons Act is the law promulgated in compliance
with the 2008 United Nations Convention against

Transnational Organized Crime’ an international law
promoted by the United Nations which imposes no
and does not support death sentence. It is therefore
inappropriate to impose death penalty in the 2008
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act.

Though Thailand has not revoked death
penalty, but in ligsht of the spirit of international
obligations stipulated in the 1966 International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR),
Thailand should refrain from imposing and
implementing death penalty in the promulgation
or amendment of new laws including the 2015
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act (no. 2). In addition,
according to the National Human Rights Master Plan
No. 3 (2014 - 2018)8 it requires that Thailand must
attempt to gradually refrain from using death
penalty. Therefore, the newly promulgated laws
should not carry maximum penalty as death.

It is therefore important to review the addition
of death penalty for the offence of trafficking
in persons as per Article 53/1 (2) of the 2008
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act, amended by the 2015
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act (no.2)’s Article 9.

T Please see Article 3 of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children which stipulates

that “For the purposes of this Protocol:

(a) “Trafficking in persons” shall mean the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or
use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of
the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of
exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation,
forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs;
(b) The consent of a victim of trafficking in persons to the intended exploitation set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article shall be irrelevant
where any of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) have been used;
(c) The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a child for the purpose of exploitation shall be considered “trafficking
in persons” even if this does not involve any of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article;
(d) “Child” shall mean any person under eighteen years of age.
Coupled with Article 5 of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children which states
that “Criminalization
1. Each State Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish as criminal offences the conduct set
forth in article 3 of this Protocol, when committed intentionally.
2. Each State Party shall also adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish as criminal offences:

(a) Subject to the basic concepts of its legal system, attempting to commit an offence established in accordance with paragraph 1 of this

article;

(b) Participating as an accomplice in an offence established in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article; and

(c) Organizing or directing other persons to commit an offence established in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article.”
Please see the National Human Rights Master Plan No. 3 (2014 - 2018) by the Rights and Liberties Protection Department Ministry of Justice,
first launched in September 2013, p. 37
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Employee paid compensation by
employer for work-related injury

Miss Tin Tin Soe, a migrant worker from
Myanmar, suffered a work-related injury as her right
hand was crushed by the press machine cutting
apart her right ring finger on 17 March 2014. It
occurred when she worked for the Agropack Industry,
Co., Ltd. On 12 December 2014, the employee has
submitted an application to request for compensa-
tion from the Bangkok Social Security Office Region
7. The SSO issued an order on 18 March 2015
instructing Agropack Industry, Co., Ltd. to provide
for 131,040 baht as compensation to the employee.
In this case, the employee has paid the employer
to help her obtain the work permit and then she
had worked for them. The employee received all

the compensation from the company on 7 May
2015.

The Social Security Office ordered

the employer to provide compensation
to an employee suffering from
work-related injury

Mr. Ko Ngae, an employee of Suksamran
Karnchang Limited Partnership, which manufactures

auto parts, has suffered from a work-related injury
on 10 January 2013 causing him to lose his index
finger, middle finger and ring finger of his left hand.
On 26 April 2013, Mr. Ko Ngae has submitted an
application to request for compensation from the
Bangkok Social Security Office Region 7. The SSO
has reviewed his request coupled with the SSO
circular no. R-NG 0607/W987 dated 31 May 2012
regarding the procedure concerning the protection
of migrant workers who suffer work related injury or
sickness which requires that in order to have access
to the Workmen’s Compensation Fund (WCF),
a migrant worker needs to have a work permit and
has entered the country legally or has undergone
nationality verification as per the cabinet resolution
made on 13 February 1994. Even thousgh in this case,
Mr. Ko Ngae only had with him his passport, the SSO
instructed the employer to provide 131,040 baht as
compensation to the employee. In addition, the
employer proposed to pay in installment, 21,840
baht each for six installments, starting from 25 May
2015 onward and the employee agreed to accept
the terms set by the employer.

The Office of Dhonburi Special
Litigation 4 issued non-prosecution
order on a case against a women
migrant worker accused of being
complicit in theft at night time or
receiving stolen property

On 15 June 2015, a public prosecutor of the
Office of Dhonburi Special Litigation 4 issued
non-prosecution order against Mrs. Kyin Oo, a migrant
worker on charges concerning being complicit
in theft at night time or receiving stolen property.
The authority has found no evidence that she was
involved with or had any knowledge about the
incidence in which her younger brother had stolen
property. And when she learned it was a stolen
properly, she even contacted the injured party
asking them to come retrieve it. Therefore, she could
not be held accountable for concealing, disposing
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of, making away with, purchasing, receiving in pledge
or otherwise which was tantamount to receiving a
stolen property. Mrs. Kyin Oo has defended herself
against the charges and none of her acts could be
construed as an act of receiving stolen property.
The public prosecutor thus made an absolute
decision to not prosecute Mrs. Kyin Oo.

The incidence took place when police officials
of the Thakham Police Station set up a plan to arrest
Mrs. Kyin Oo and she was arrested on 10 March 2015
with three properties being seized as evidence
matching the three properties reported for being
stolen by the injured party in this case and which
had been stolen by Mrs. Kyin Oo’s brother. But it
was Mrs. Kyin Oo who informed the injured party
and asked them to come retrieve the properties.
Instead, she was arrested by the police and pressed
with criminal charges. She was even remanded in
custody as per the request of the police and the
remand had been extended until it reached the
maximum allowed remand. Still the police could
not file the case against her in time and had to let
her go. The public prosecutor eventually made an
absolute decision to not prosecute her.

Employer provided compensation to
an heir of a migrant worker who died
from a work-related injury

Mr. Rua with no last name, a migrant worker,
aged 24, worked as construction worker for World
Profix Co. Ltd., and he had a work permit. He started
working on 17 October 2014. On 18 December 2014,
he suffered a work-related injury as he fell down
from a makeshift causing him to die. Mrs. Daw
Ong Kyi, his mother as his heir, has submitted an
application to request for compensation from the
Maesot Social Security Office on 9 May 2015. Then,
she was contacted by the employer asking to provide
assistance money to the heir of the employee. The
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employer agreed to pay Mr’ Rua’s mother the
amount of 250,000 baht and she has received the
sum on 17 July 20154. As for the application for
money from the Workmen’s Compensation Fund,
the SSO has so far failed to issue any order.

Heir of a migrant work received
compensation for a worker
who died from car accidence

On 25 February 2015, Mr. Lathae, with no last
name, a migrant worker, has suffered grave injury
from car accidence and he later died during the
treatment. Mr. Sew Mew, his heir, has applied for
compensation according to the Protection for Motor
Vehicle Accident Victims Act B.E.2535 and Viriya
Insurance’s branch in Maesot. The heir has received
the money for the amount of 170,000 baht on 7
July 2015.




On 7 April, a repre-
sentative from HRDF
attended a meeting of the
advisory board of the
project to promote and

protect the rights of migrant workers organized by the Ministry of
Labour (MOL) and International Labour Organization (ILO) aiming to

draft an outline of progress report and the presentation of action plan
during 2014-2015 and assessing feasibility of the implementation in
the next phase. Participants included representatives from the MOL,
organizations of employers and employees, civil society organizations
and the meeting was held at Amari Watergate Hotel, Bangkok.

On 10 April, the Chiang Mai
Migrant Justice Programme
collaborated with a group of peer
educators to organize an activity
to raise awareness among migrant
workers in construction camp
sites in Doi Saket District. The
content was mostly about labour
rights as provided for by the
Workmen’s Compensation Act
and the monitoring of labour
registration process to extend the
right to work as per the instruction
of the National Council for Peace
and Order (NCPO) at the One-
Stop Service Center. Participants
included 25 workers (17 males
and 8 females).

On 12 April, the Chiang Mai
Migrant Justice Programme
organized an educational activity
for a group of peer educators.
The participants got to exchange
knowledge on human rights
and labour rights and plan their
activities to disseminate knowl-
edge among communities of
migrant workers. Participants
included 14 workers (5 males and
9 females).

During 27-28 April, the Samut
Sakhon Migrant Justice Programme
with the Migrant Workers Rights
Network (MWRN) organized an
exchange of opinions regarding the
situation and access to rights
among migrant workers in Koh Tao,

Koh- Phangan District, Suratthani Province.
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During 21-25 April, a repre-
sentative of HRDF participated in
the ASEAN Civil Society/ASEAN
People’s Forum: ACSC/APF 2015
at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
A network of activists from civil
society throughout SEA have
participated to develop proposals
to submit to the representative
from the ASEAN governments.
During the event, HRDF represen-
tative got to present the situation
of migrant workers in Thailand,
particularly the situation of
migrants in detention.

On 29 April, a representa-
tive from HRDF attended a seminar
on the fourth anniversary of the
Law Reform Commission. Titled
“Law Reform vs. National
Reform”, the seminar featured
presentations on the previous
and future implementation of the
Law Reform Commission and
reflections on the draft constitu-
tion and law reform. The event
was held by the Law Reform
Commission at Centara Hotel, the
Government Complex.



On 1 May, the
Labour Law Clinic,
Mae Sot District, Tak
with the network to
assist migrant workers
in Mae Sot District
oreanized legal training for migrant workers at Ban
Soe O, Future Garden Learning Center with the
District Chief Officer of Phop Phra to preside during
the inauguration. It featured presentations on the
rights of migrant workers by representatives from
Phop Phra District Health Authority regarding the
purchase of health insurance package by the workers,
representatives from the Phop Phra District Agricul-
tural Office regarding employment and importation
of workers. About 100 migrant workers attended the
event, most from agricultural sector.

During 30 April — 1 May, a staff member
from Chiang Mai Migrant Justice Programme
participated in an activity of a network workers in
the North including migrant workers and members
of Thai labour unions to mark the International May
Day. Essentially, the event was composted of an
exchange on labour rights according to the Social
Security Act. It helped the workers to understand
legal issues, explore the problems and find out
solutions. Small group
discussion was con-
ducted to develop
proposes to enhance
access to justice. More
than 100 migrant
workers participated
in the event.

On 8 May, a representative from HRDF participated in a public hearing
regarding the people’s sector’s Draft Act regarding the enhancement of
access to legal assistance B.E...made by the Law Reform Commission.
It aimed to improve ways to help people gain better access to legal
assistance by applying the UN Principles and Guidelines on Access to Legal
Aid in Criminal Justice Systems.

On 15 May, a representa-
tive from HRDF participated in a

On 11 May, an interpreter
staff member of the Labour Law
Clinic, Mae Sot District, Tak was
invited by the official from the
Immigration Office in Mae Sot
District, Tak, to help to interpret
during the screening of victims of
human trafficking.

On 14 May, a representative
from HRDF participated in a public
discussion on “ASEAN Community
and a Single Labour Standard,
How can it be made possible?”
and an exchange on “The next step
for Thailand regarding the draft
ASEAN Declaration on the Protec-
tion and Promotion of the Rights
of Migrant Workers organized by
the Law Reform Commission in
Bangkok.

seminar on “The integration and
development of management of
social security services appropriate
for the employment of migrant
workers: A possible collaboration
in Samut Sakhon to support the
development of mechanisms to
enhance access to social security
services among migrant workers”
with support from the Thai Health
Promotion Foundation, Samut
Sakhon.

During 15-16 May, a representative from HRDF attended
a meeting to follow up the 7th ASEAN Forum for Migrant
Labour (AFML). It aimed to provide a chance to develop an
action plan as pledged during the AFML meeting in Myanmar. 8
The consultation meeting was organized by the Taskforce

on ASEAN Migrant Workers (TFAMW) in Bangkok.
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On 17 May, volunteers of
the Fredskorpset Exchange
Program (FK) organized a legal
training workshop to help migrant
workers understand the law, the
richts and duties, their legal
protection and assistance. The
participating migrant workers
included 50 Cambodian workers.
The training was held in Samut
Sakhon.

On 17 May, a staff member
from Chiang Mai Migrant Justice
Programme and peer educators from
the Migrant Workers Federation
(MWF) organized an educational
activity to raise awareness on labour
richts among migrant workers and to
monitor access to justice of the workers. The activity was organized
for migrant workers who are members of MWF in Saraphi District, most
of whom are construction workers. Participants included 21 workers
(13 males and eight females).

During 18-19 May, the

On 18 May, the Law Reform Commission and the Anti-Human
Trafficking in Labour Project, HRDF, organized a public hearing on the
proposed solutions of human trafficking by the Thai state and civil
society organizations. The project’s staff distributed documents
concerning brief information about the prevention and suppression of
human trafficking, the protection of welfare, redress and legal
education for human trafficking survivors. Results from the brainstorming
will be used for developing proposals for the revision of laws and
regulations. The meeting was held at the Law Reform Commission in

Labour Law Clinic, Mae Sot District,
Tak, organized a public discussion
on the future trend of the man-
agement of migrant workers
under the protection of Thai
labour law at Mae Sot Wattana
Village Resort with 32 participants
from the state and civil society
organizations.

Bangkok.

On 21 May, a represen-
tative from HRDF was invited
to speak on behalf of the
Migrant Working Group (MWG)
during a seminar by ASEAN
Study Center on “Urgent issues
to tackle to prepare for labour security in Thailand after the
commencement of the ASEAN Economic Community” the Strategic
Studies Center (SSC), the National Defence Studies Institute.

During 23-24 May, a rep- -
resentative from the Labour
Law Clinic, Mae Sot District,
Tak, participated in a meeting |
to nurture collaboration along
the Thailand-Myanmar border #=
(Mae Sot- Myawaddy) for the prevention and suppression of
human trafficking. Hosted by authorities in Myawaddy, Myanmar,
it was attended by representatives from state agencies and private
agencies from Thailand and Myanmar. It raised the importance
for how to rescue and ensure that human trafficking survivors are
safely repatriated. A visit was made to an emergency home in
Myawaddy.
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On 24 May, the HRDF’s MJP
office, Chaingmai together with members
of Migrant Worker Federation (MWF)
conducted a workshop for members
of MWF in the community at Sansai
district. The workshop regarding migrant
workers and their access to rights as to
the Social Security Act since all the
participating workers have not been
registered in the social security system
and some of them have been denied
their wages. It was attended by 23 MWF
members (9 males and 14 females).



During 26-27 May, the
Labour Law Clinic, Mae Sot District,
Tak, gave assistance to a research
team from the Hua Chiew Univer-
sity during the interviews of

survivors of human trafficking and
child labour.

During 30-31 May, the Chiang
Mai Migrant Justice Programme
organized a training workshop for
paralegals in Mae Rim District,
Chiang Mai. It aims to help them
understand human rights principles,
laws concerning the protection of
labour rights, documentation for
litieation, basic legal counseling for migrant workers having their rights
violated, and the promotion of access to right protection among
migrant workers. The workshop was participated by 17 persons (10
males and 7 females).

During 4-5 June, a representative from HRDF observed the
assessment and review of compliance by the Thai government with the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)
at the headquarters of the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights in Geneva, Switzerland. Prior to attending the meeting, HRDF and
| the Migrant Workers Network had prepared a parallel report on the
situation of migrant workers in Thailand and was presented to the
Committee of the ICESCR (http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/ layouts/
treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2fCESCR%2fCSS%2
fTHA%2f20174&Lang=en) for their review as well as recommendations.
In addition, HRDF has also participated in the 104%™ Session of

International Labour Conference 2015 in Geneva on Transitioning from the Informal to the Formal
Economy session. It is a tripartite meeting between the governments, employers group, and workers group
to set a standard on facilitating transitions from informal to formal economy.

During 4-5 June,
a HRDF representative
participated in an annual
conference on “The Rule of
Law and Development
Nexus: A New Deal for Asia
organized by The Thailand
Institute of Justice (T1J) co-organized with the Asian
Society of International Law (AsianSIL). The
conference is expected to support mainstreaming
the rule of law, justice and security in the Post 2015
Development Agenda

On 5 June,
a HRDF represen-
tative participated
and was invited
to speak in - RS
a seminar on | e B/ _
National Anti- 1 A P el
Human Trafficking Day: “Success or failure? Thailand’s
key efforts to combat human trafficking and its
readiness to move toward ASEAN community” at
Thai Journalists Association. The event was organized
by The Anty—Human trafficking Network (ATN).

During 14-15 June, a representa-
tive from HRDF on behalf of the SEALAW
network of lawyers has participated in
a consultation on a draft law to enhance
access to legal assistance among people
in the Republic of Myanmar organized

by the Network of Lawyers of Myanmar. Results of the meeting will be presented to the drafting committee
of the law to enhance access to legal assistance among people at the Parliament in Naypyidaw, Myanmar.
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On 14 June, the Chiang
Mai Migrant Justice Programme
organized an exchange on
the situation of migrant |
workers in the province of
Chiang Mai among migrant
worker peer educators. It emphasized situations concerning On 18 June, the Chiang Mai Migrant
the employment, wage payment, work-related accidents, | Jystice Programme organized an educational

social security integration, how migrant workers report | activity for migrant workers in San Kam Phaeng
themselves to the Immigration Office with their passports | District, Chiang Mai, including labour protection

and work permits, the overall condition of the worker | (aws, problems with subcontract labour, etc.
community. It was attended by 14 peer educators (6 males It was attended by 44 workers (26 males and
and 8 females). 18 females).

During 23-24 June, a representative
from HRDF participated in the PlLnet’s
2" Annual Asia Pro Bono Forum and was
invited to speak on “Human Trafficking
and Migrant Workers” and “Growing Pro
Bono in Thailand” organized by PlLnet
at Sukosol Hotel, Bangkok. The meeting
was expected by the organizers to promote the growth of pro bono (voluntary legal services) to support
social causes in the region. In particular, the theme for this year’s Forum is “Pro Bono For Development
and Justice”, and we’ll be highlighting ways pro bono can contribute to addressing development needs in
the region, from improving access to justice for the poor, to stronger rights protection for specific disadvantaged
communities

On 30 June, staff of
HRDF Bangkok welcomed a
group of students from the
School of Culture, History
and Language, Australian
National University. An exchange
was made on situations
concerning migrant workers
in Thailand, legal frameworks and policies concerning the protection
of migrant workers, support to enhance access to justice,
particularly among the migrant workers who are survivors of human
trafficking, the problems of the enforcement of laws for the
prevention and suppression of human trafficking at present, and
proposed solutions after the AEC.

On 26 June, a representative
from HRDF was invited to speak
on “Children and mental impact:
Findings from the book “Eventually,
a child will grow” (fegslsifadle)
organized by the Issara Institute
during the workshop on “Reporting
on the Rights of the Child” at Treo
Hotel, Pattaya, Chonbuiri.

Newaletters Access to Justice and Rights Protection for Migrants Workers in Thaila
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