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For immediate release on 26 May 2016 
Press Release

Ranong Provincial Court accepting to review the case filed by the public prosecutor for trafficking in person and other criminal offences while dismissing request to be co-plaintiff on the trafficking offence lodged by legal representative of Cambodian migrant workers

On 11 May 2016, the Ranong public prosecutor indicted the case against Mr. Ruangchai Pewngam with the Ranong Provincial Court. The defendant was accused of collaborating with Mr. Somchai Jettanapornsamran and other two accomplices who remain at large to commit trafficking in person offences since November 2014 until 22 January 2016. 
1. They had allegedly lured 11 workers from Cambodia to enter Thailand promising to place them in an onshore factory for fish screening and fish head cutting, not in fishing trawler. Instead, the defendant and other accomplices have forced the 11 damaged parties to stay and work in a fishing trawler named “K. Nava Mongkhon Chai 1”. They were forced to work as crew in the fishing boat which had gone outside the Thai waters to fish in international waters. It was the labour exploitation against the 11 damaged parties. 

2. The defendant and other two accomplices committed human trafficking by forced labour, depriving them of liberty in their body and withholding their passports to prevent them from escaping. It had also inflicted fear for harm on the life, body and liberty and as a result the damaged parties were forced to work in the fishing boat. The defendant and other accomplices have taken them on board the fishing boat which operated in Thai and international waters successively for a long time and it was an illegal act of exploitation.  
The incidence took place in Pak Nam Sub-District, Muang District, Ranong Pronvince. Pak Nam Sub-District, Muang District, Samut Sakhon Province, Satrung Myanjoy Sub-District, Jumdongka District, Phnom Penh, Cambodia, waters under the jurisdiction of the Republic of Indonesia, Thai waters and international waters, successively. The public prosecutor has pleaded the Court to convict them for offences concerning the 2008 Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act, the Penal Code, and the 1983 Act for the Amendment of the Penal Code No.13’s Section 3. The Ranong Provincial Court accepted to review the case as the Black Case no. KM 2/2559. 
The legal representative of the damaged parties had also pleaded to the Court asking to be co-plaintiff. While, the Court accepted the plea and allowed them to be co-plaintiffs for offences against the Penal Code, it has dismissed the plea to become co-plaintiffs on offences against the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act citing it as a public offence. 
On 10 May 2016, the public prosecutor has asked the Court to have the witness examination conducted before the schedule since the witnesses who are survivors of trafficking in person have their residences outside the Kingdom and have no permanent residences here. The Court permitted as requested and the witness examination was conducted on 12 and 26 May 2016. The Court is scheduled to review evidence on 6 June 2016. 

Background 

On 21 January 2016, police officials led by the Commander of Ranong Provincial Police, the Commander of Infantry Taskforce 25, Thep Kasat Tree Force and other security agencies have raided three fishing boats and inspected the living condition of Cambodian migrant workers on board. The boats had gone to fish in Indonesian waters and had just returned and parked at a private jetty in Pak Nam Sub-District, Muang District, Ranong. Led by the lead that two of the three boats exploited forced labour including 
1. the K. Nava Mongkhon Chai 8 (the case of which was indicted with the Ranong Provincial Court  against Mr. Banjob Kaenkaew on 21 April 2016 as the Black Case no. KM1/2559, the offences against the 2008 Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act and the Penal Code with four Cambodian crew as damaged parties) and
 2. The K. Nava Mongkhon Chai 1. After the inspection and rescue, the crew have undergone screening process and 11 survivors of trafficking in persons were identified in K. Nava Mongkhon Chai 1, all of whom have been living under the care of the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security. Prior to the indictment, the Ranong public prosecutor has filed a request to the Court asking to have advance witness examination conducted including the examination of the 11 survivors of trafficking in person. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For more information, please contact Mr. Papob Siamhan, Coordinator of the Anti Human Trafficking in Labour Project, Human Rights and Development Foundation (HRDF), phone 094-5485306 E-mail: mthaim420@gmail.com
